
March 17 th 2007 
St.Patrick’s Night  

Minto Hotel, Edinburgh.  
 

So at last we got ourselves together and sorted out a Dance. Thanks to the hard work 
of our East Coast members, the Minto Hotel was found and it looked most promising 
with a long bar, attractive barmaids, plenty of seating, sprung dancefloor, stage etc.  

 
Jenny and I arrived about 6pm and were soon joined by Billy and Sharon, Gilly and 
Mick Coates. Between us, the gig started to come together, tables were rearranged, 
raffle tickets and prizes located and displayed, records and decks dusted off and fine-
tuned, lights, camera, action! 
 

A quick bite to eat 
along the road after 
the traditional Triple S 
preparation in the 
B&B next door (very 
reasonably priced, by 
the way) and we were 
ready to party! And 
we didn’t have long to 
wait for the bodies to 
arrive. By 9 o’clock 
the room was pretty 
busy and between 
Gilly, Mick and 
myself, I think that we 
covered the needs of 
the dancefloor quite 
reasonably (if I do 



say so myself!). Distracted by this, it was up to the rest of the regulars to take the 
money on the door, sell raffle tickets and keep the punters happy. A job well done by all 
of them. 
 
All present were in good form and the few folk that I managed to speak to appeared to 
have plenty of positive input to assist in the future of the club. In particular, I am grateful 
for Bongo and Euan for their offers to assist in organising and running future events. 
Clearly, Bongo is missing some frontline action after his recent shyness! And, it was 
very nice to meet his friend Euan who was new to the LCS scene. Indeed, he joined the 
club that very night! New blood is always welcome, especially when it brings new 
enthusiasm and ideas. Fortunately, Pigeon was on hand to relieve him of his hard-
earned without further delay! From my fading memories, I vaguely recall talk of some-
one being required to run the club stall at future dances to display and promote our 
quality goods.  
 
And I’m sure that I recognised a longing look in Tam Kane’s eyes for another 
Gymkhana in the near future. I look forward to seeing him display his prowess on the 
field this year. Will it be at Inverary, Ben Nevis or Dumries? 
 
With the present committee members fully stretched on the night, all offers to improve 
our profile are gratefully 
accepted and will be acted 
on. All we need to do is 
put our muscle where your 
mouth is and we will keep 
improving. We clearly 
have a long way to go to 
regain our energy and 
achievements that we 
showed with Euro-
Lambretta and the Stirling 
rallies. We will get there. 
There are venues out 
there that are waiting to be 
approached by us and will 
welcome us. We just need 
to find them! So let’s all 
keep looking.  
 
WE ARE STILL THE 
BEST CLUB NORTH OF 
THE BORDER AND 
WHEN WE FIND THE 
RIGHT PLACE TO HOLD 
AN OPEN RALLY WE 
CAN ALL RELAX AGAIN!  
Until then, we must make 
the best of what we have 
got. And what we have got 
to work with at present is 



the Minto Hotel. This is a good venue 
and, I guess I’m coming to my point 
here, could have easily accommodated 
two hundred of us rather than the one 
hundred that came along. Now, bearing 
in mind that we did not see some of the 
bigger or more well-known clubs 
showing up in force this year (Coyotes, 
Blues, Animals, Aberdeen SC, 
Gorehounds, Globetrotters, Stars and 
Stripes, Stirling SC, Ghosts, CVS, 
Lowlanders, Perth SC and so on…) we 
can clearly expect this gig to grow and 
grow in the next few years. With your 
contribution, this will happen. With your 
contribution and your support. Sermon 
over, point pushed. 
 
Thanks are due to all who attended, all 
who donated raffle prizes, all who 
bought tickets, you guys that contributed 
to the preparation of the night by 
passing the word and the flyers even if 

you couldn’t make it, all who danced and drank the night away, those that hosted the 
post-dance parties and those that helped organise, run and shift stuff on the night and 
in the aftermath. Thanks. 
 
Let’s make his venue work for us again next year. 
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    As we all know, the Lambretta rear brake is about as efficient as the French laying 
on a half-decent rally and at best as reliable as me getting a cup of tea in the garage 
from Tracey when I’m up to my elbows in it. 
    So four years ago I’m building an SX200 for Austria, need some bits and visit my 
local dealer. As you do in scooter shops we chewed the fat and the subject of brakes 
came up and I was told about this conversion that racers have been using for years but 
not many people outside of racing seem to know about it, so it would seem. 
    A brief description of the cable goes as follows: - 
    At the adjuster end there’s a 6cm long M6 threaded bolt, then a rubber gaiter (4cm) 
connected to a ferrule which has a raised circular edge. The inner and outer cable are 
friction-free and just for good measure there’s another outer covering acting as a 
protective sleeve 15cm from each end. 

showing both parts of the trimmed outer; bin the uppermost 
 
The actual cable itself is used on the front brake of Hondas but here’s how to convert it 
using a 6mm drill bit, hacksaw, wire cutters, mug of tea and a tab (optional)! 
    Remove the bridge-piece then remove your old cable and bin it but keep the 
thumbscrew adjuster and trunnion. Drill the trunnion out to 6mm, basically just rounding 
the, normally ‘D’ shaped, aperture off. Next remove the top hat from the rear of the 
engine block and cut 3-4 mm off the bottom (i.e. Where the inner cable used to run 
through). Probably best to drink the tea at this stage as it’s probably going cold! 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



modified trunnion and top hat 
 
The Honda cable is then modified as so: - 
 

1) Cut off the soldered nipple 
2) Withdraw the inner cable 
3) Measure either 26” or 24 “ from the ferrule at the adjuster end and cut. You’ve 

got the choice of these two measurements, as 26” is the length of the cable 
you’ve just binned so you know it will fit. Personally I chop it down to 24”, that 
way it takes out that kink you get with 26”, which I’m sure doesn’t help with 
braking. A 24” length will give the cable a straight appearance while still being 
clear of the head-cowl. 

4) Insert the inner cable and cut off 8” (20cm).  
 
    Now all you do is fit the top hat, pass the cable through, connect the trunnion and 
thumbscrew to the brake cam then finish and adjust as you would a normal cable. 
 
    Start to finish you should complete this in under half an hour. The cable only comes 
in black however and this might put the purists off but I don’t think it would be too hard 
to convert into a grey cable. 
   And finally, the price (Nieldy you’d better find a seat) about eight and a half pounds to 
you sir and no I don’t hold any shares in the scooter shop either but if you want to know 
more give Jerry a ring at Readspeed on 01299 828037. 

the threaded rod and 
gaiter pass straight 

through the modified top 
hat with the raised ring 
you can see acting as 

the stop on the top hat. 
The other end of the 

trimmed outer cable sits 
snugly in the original top 

hat 
     
 
    Thanks to Mick Lloyd 
for this great article and 
I can attest to the 

benefits and ease of fitting of this conversion having performed it in the car park of the 
Brander Lodge Hotel on the afternoon of the members’ rally and AGM with Mick’s 
guidance. 

 


