LAMBRETTA CLUB of SCOTLAND
Clo: Station L odge, Brodie Castle,

MorayshirelV36 2TE
E-mail dpwheeler47@hotmail.com

Makin’ time

WEell its that time of year when all good boys and girls are dreaming of what Santais
going to bring, so that rules you lot out! Seriously though | imagine all your lambrettas
are tucked up in a garage to spare them the ravages of winter and to thisend | hope the
piece on modifying your standsis helpful, its a very easy modification and improves the
look of an old Lambretta no end, not to mention the improvement on ground clearance.
Another edition and another poor entry to the competition, all | can say isyou lot must be
well off to miss out on an easy £50,1 might send in an entry to myself under an assumed
name and see if | can get ashot at it.
Thisisalso the time of year when we reflect on the year past, a great springs riding
weather turned into awet summer, not a problem for me as | broke my arm, fortunately a
week before the world cup started! ! (What are the chances of that, in aHarry Hill voice?)
A belting autumn allowed some more miles under my belt and to round it off atrip down
to the Lambretta museum, well worth the trip.
So, asthe air in the bottle increases it only remains to wish you all a very happy
Christmas, and a prosperous new year, just think, only three months until the clocks go
forward, bring it on!

Cheers

Dave

L ockdown

| was going to remind you all of our cover sponsor, Chris Adams Accessories with the
usual appeal to 'support those who support us. I've just had a phone call from Chris
which has unfortunately added a new dimension to this. Chris shop was broken into a
few nights ago and, with no insurance and a lot of unpaid stock taken, he's going to
struggle for the next few months, especially asthisis traditionally alean period for
dealers. The committee have helped by extending the time for paying for the sponsorship.
Y ou can do your bit by giving the man some business and, if you'rein the Newcastle
area, giving any information on this scum to either the police or Chris himself.

Next issue published: 21% Mar ., closing date for articles/adverts: 7" Mar.

E-mailsin 180 dpi, please
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Heard the news?
You've been framed-Member's Sporting Rally
For the members that missed out on last year's sporting rally there's a second chance to
experience some of the craic, including Hendo coming off. Jock Melville and Co. came
along for the day with; you've guessed it, a video cameral Fortunately Jock is no night
owl and thus we only have the embarrassment of the field events on tape. If you would
like a copy all you haveto do is send Gillie a blank tape and SAE.
Remember that we're holding this year's sporting rally and AGM on the weekend of
9™.1 1% May at the same great venue as last year. The Carron Bridge Hotel, Nr. Fintry,
keep anote in your diary. As anyone who was there will tell you, it was a great weekend
of Lambretta activities, and some others besides, and an evening or two of proper
socialising, which included the locals and bar-staff as well.
The weekend is free to members and you're welcome to bring pals and spouses etc.,
though they will be asked for a donation to charity. There are rooms available at the hotel
aswell as free camping in the grounds. Trophies are awarded for all eventsand 'Best
Lambretta too, get building!
Club front
Asfar asthe club goes and the open rally in particular I'll guide you to Luke's article
elsewhere which detail s the problems we've encountered finding a venue this year and
what might be construed as some 'back-peddling' but, hey "Needs musts when the Devil
rides!"
With the intention of breaking the mould on the late organisation and limited
information that has characterised the Euro rallies of |late, we are hoping to finalise
negotiations with the key partiesinvolved befor e traveling to Italy in June. The intention
being to at least produce a comprehensive portfolio for the 'heads of state' meeting, if not
an actual application form. Thiswould be afirst and areal feather in our cap.
On asimilar theme, Glyn Cummings has offered to sponsor the T-shirts for the junket
to Euro Lambrettain Italy. He's so proud, and secretive, of this gemmy design he's
thought up that he could be risking bankruptcy to promote it. The more who go, the more
likely thisis so get those applications in! Thisisthe guy who forced usinto 'Auld langs
syne' in Holland remember.
A warm welcome to our newest addition to the 'dealers discount scheme', Camabay
Records of Glasgow, whose advert you'll find further on. Alex has come up with atop
design for an LCS T-shirt and has been licensed by us to produce and sell them bothin
his shop and on hisrally-stall. Thiswill hopefully help improve the club's profile, as he
gets around a bit. Y our club discount will apply on production of your membership card.
We hope to use Alex's sponsorship to bring you a better quality centre-spread.
Finally, it looks like the club printer has given up the ghost. Put simply, we just cannot
justify putting the newsletter out to a commercial printer every time, besides which the
delays are long enough, some would argue! So we're on the prowl for a decent laser
printer, new or used, if you know of any kicking around. Well print a big thank you so all
your fellow members can show their appreciation at the next 'do’ and hell, we may even
give you a couple of bucksfor it! Give Calum a shout if you know of any, please.
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Caum says...
Just afew linesto remind you al that if you have a change of address, Telephone No. or
e-mail address can you please let me know. I've tried a multi e-mailing a couple of times
and had nothing back, but address not known or undeliverable. Any way renewal timeis
approaching for some of us, so to try and make life simple for all, especially me, here are
those renewals due for the following months of November, December and January 2003
(can't say you haven't had any notice/reminder) - Renewal is till £10.00
Membership No. (date of expiry):
NOVEMBER- 24(6Y), 97(4™), 101 (8™, 102 (8th), 107 (7™, 116(4™"), 125 (30™), 147
(1%, 149 (4™), 160 (30™).
DECEMBER- 31 (27"), 134 (7™
JANUARY 2003- 32 (7"), 65 (24™), 68 (29™), 150 (26™), 162 (25™), 163 (28™).
If you don't know your Membership No.-ssimple, it's on the address label, as well ason
the membership card. If you've already been in touch, please accept my apologies and
ignore this reminder.
Cheersfor now, ride safe,
Calum bevvied@ntlworld.com

= S
CARNABAY RECORDS
EHE =
CLOTHES RECORDS & I
CD’S NEW & USED
CONCERT TICKETS

REHEARSAL ROOM FOR HIRE
For The Best In SKA, MOD, PUNK
and NORTHERN SOUL PRODUCTS

phone Alex
Shop: 0141 248 BBE3
Mob: 07874 185 282

INIESTON
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Euro-L ambretta Jamboree
Per ugia. Italy 20" — 22" June 2003 (The whisper's getting louder)
Over the last few weeks rumor has it that next year'srally isto be held in Perugiaon
the weekend of 20" - 22™ June. | have recently spoken to Allan Boyle, he has informed
me that Perugia, aswell as having a bit of history (built in the 14™ century), has alarge
college and the nightlife there is excellent.
The distance from Zeebruggeto Perugiaisaround 900 miles. Thelads and lassies

that

suffer from hemorrhoids had better take their cream; it's going to be along one!
With

these distances involved there are a number of different theories on how we could
travel.

We have yet to decide on the best method of the four muted: -
Fly to Rome
Ride the whole way

Take abig van and pile the bikesin it for part of the journey

Catch the overnight auto-express from Lille to Nice (see map)

Of these the Auto-express ideais looking favorite, though the numbers traveling will

be critical in deciding. Pat, the 'French connection’, has gone to the trouble of compiling a
route for us as follows: -

Depart from Rosyth Saturday 14™, arriving Zeebrugge Sunday am for the fifty or so
milerideto Lille.

Board the Auto-train at 21:19, arriving in Nice at 10:47 Monday 16™.

Ride the eighty to one hundred miles from Nice to Savona (near Genoa)

Tuesday 17", ride from Savonato Pisa (via La Spezia), which is some 110 to 120

miles.

From Pisawe travel to Perugia (via Florence) on the Wednesday, a distance of around
110 miles. The return leg would see us leaving Perugia on Sunday 22" and heading for
Nice to catch the auto-train on Monday at 19:20, arriving in Lille at 08:30 on Tuesday
24™ for the short ride to Zeebrugge and the ferry home. As a bonus to this scheme, Pat
and Co. would intend to meet us at Nice to swell the numbers on what will be the longest
actual ride of the trip. Looking more closely at the above you will see that at least a
couple of days could be shaved off this rather leisurely itinerary, which may make it more
practical for many of you (not all will want to make a'holiday' of it). Wewill go into this
in more depth once we have a general consensus on the best method of travel and a better
idea of the numbersinterested. The only down side to the auto-train idea could be the
cost as it would probably be in excess of £100 a skull, again we're waiting on
confirmation. So then if you are interested in the trip of alifetime, or at least 2003, fill in
the enclosed form and return it to me (Gillie) ASAP as, with the degree of organisation
required, we have to get moving on this.

Filling in the form in no way commits you to travel but be sensible about it, please.
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Club profile
WEell last issue | asked for some input from you on your club's activities and history etc.

to include in this occasional series of articles. | asked for the bones only and received this
excellent piece from Brian Cook, easy life for me, thanks Brian! Don't however et this
put all you amateurs out there off, we're more than happy to receive and tidy up any
input.... please!

The Vintage Motor Scooter Club (VM SC)

The Vintage Motor Scooter club came into being in 1985 when the current (and only)
chairman, lan Harrop, was looking to rekindle an interest in scootering which had
dwindled with the usual inconvenience of family and children etc. As part of this
reawakening lan came into contact with some now familiar names in Howard Chambers,
Bill Drake, Mike Webster and John Law. These like-minded individuals were determined
to try and establish a group to look after all those people who had an interest in Vintage
Scooters of all kinds. An abortive attempt to align with the VM CC did not deter this
group of people and the VM SC was born, with the main objective of bringing together
like-minded scooterists and to preserve scootersin general. This objective has been
maintained through the years and evolved to: -

'Founded 1985 to cater for the needs of Scooter Enthusiasts, who are interested in the
preservation and restoration of Motor Scooters

Since those early days of few members the club has grown to over 700 members, with
members located in all areas of the globe, and meaning the club is now internationally
recognised in the Scootering scene.

The dealings of the club are overseen by a very hard working committee, comprising
those early pathfinders and other people who have joined along the way, with the
committee now comprising 14 people and noteworthy of special mention islan'swife
Marge, who has the thankless and enormous role of Secretary. The club seeks to promote
afriendly approach to our pastime and organises many events during the year including
three subsidised camping weekends in various locations throughout the UK, comprising
organised rideouts and a very friendly social agenda. In addition the club isalso
represented at the prestigious International Classic Motorcycle Show at Stafford, and
other events throughout the year. The club is also authorised by the DVLA to undertake
assessments associated with the retention of original registrations or the recommendation
for age related registrations, and whilst lan co-ordinates this activity the club has many
knowl edgeable members who advise and provide expertise and information on their
particular marquee of interest. These expert members also provide assistance to other
members who are undertaking their own restorations and many friendships and
relationships are formed this way. The club also publishes 6 club magazines a year for
members with articles of interest, news, 'For sales/want's and club event diary
information. The VM SC is pleased to be associated with the Lambretta Club of Scotland
and wishes all involved success in the ongoing development and growth of the club.
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| mproveyour L ambrettae part 3

It must be asign of old age, it used to be so firm and rigid but now it just flops around
uselessly and getsin theway! | am, of course talking about stands. LI series stands often
suffer from sagging stand syndrome so if your scooter is suffering then you can either A/
pop aviagrainto the tank or B/ follow these ssmple and inexpensive mods to make it as
good as new. Series 1,2 and 3 stands are basically the same but if you own a series 1 or
early series 2 then first you must up rate the stand to series 3 spec.
The clamp type brackets and stoneguard should be changed for series 3 items.
Using the stoneguard asajig, drill two 8.2mm holes in the cross member taking
care that the stand is centralised, thisbringsit up to series 3 spec.
Usually the problem with series 3 stands is that the holes in the cross member have
pulled through so after removing the stand use a ball end hammer to flatten the holes
back into shape To prevent this happening again use a40mm x 25mm x 5mm steel plate
to act aload spreader and to prevent the fault recurring. Of course a8.2mm holeis
drilled in this, placeit in position and the- mark and drill it and it fitsinside the
channel of the support. This plate is also used on the early-modified stands to
prevent the problem reoccurring.
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The upright lugs on the stand must be virtually in
line with the stand legs, if not then a few taps with
ahammer should bring them into line. Use a new
stand spring and you should be left with a stand that
not or holds the bike up level but will not have

you off the first time you go round a corner.
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-(xeorge Bolton Joiner-

8 Bogend Road, Stirling

Kitchens - Double Glazing - Loft conversions & Dormers
Extensions - Renovations - All Trades
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Tel/lax: 01786 816864 Mobile: 07711 384964
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L CS Open Rally. 2003
WEell folks, here's the story. Following on from last year's successful but somewhat
frustrated event, your ever-enthusiastic committee took it upon themselves to dedicate
several (and many!) weekends driving up and down. East to West, covering the length
and breadth of Bonnie Scotland (and quite a lot of the shitty bitstoo!) trying to locate a
new venue for next year'srally. If you read my write up of this year'srally, you will know
why we were put to this task. If you missed that | shall recap the essential points:
1. A certain celebrated club's behavior served to confirm the prejudices that the
incumbent venue manager held about Scooter Clubs and Scooter Rallies.
2. Wedid not have enough stewards on patrol to prevent this behavior from escalating to
the point of violence and coming to the necessary attention of the authorities.
3. Welost the venue and our reputation.
So, the result of thiswas that not only were we out on our ear but all our plans for Euro
2004 etc. had to be taken back to the drawing board.
Now as you will no doubt appreciate if you have considered the task before us, or been
unfortunate enough to be trying to sup a quiet pint alongside any of the committee when
the subject has arisen, the challenge and honor presented to the LCS by the international
Lambretta fraternity is not to be taken lightly. The working capital involved in running
this event is between £25,000 and £30,000. The opportunity to establish the club's
reputation internationally is entirely dependent on the club pulling together to make the
event as safe, exciting and efficient as possible. Since the Euro system relies on advance
ticket sales, your club will have the money sitting in the bank before the rally even
begins. So, asregards any "profit or loss" on the event, all we can do is miscalculate or
loseit through stupidity! Can you imagine, the Lambretta Club of Scotland letting all
that money dlip through their fingers?
It is no exaggeration to suggest that our reputation as a legitimate and respected national
Lambretta club will be made or destroyed by our performance in two years time. The
opportunity to have a"second chance" at putting on arally of this prestige will only come
around again in seven or eight yearsif we do it right in 2004. If we make amess of it,
we ma) never be asked to do this again. Worse than that, we may be dismissed as a
provincial offshoot of the LCGB!
Right, so about this point in the article you will be expecting the lecture to begin. Well,
you are very nearly right but first let us temper the grief with alittle good news... After
some considerable time, effort and, indeed, expense, search parties had been as far north
as Montrose and as far south as Galashiels, al to no avail. It seemsthat it isvery easy to
find suitable sounding venues, but when you actually get there it is another story
altogether (armchair critics, please note!). Some venues have great camping but no
facilities (such as Callander and Fishcross), others have great facilities but no camping
(Gaashiels), others yet have great facilities and camping but you wouldn't drag the hides
of the worst scooter-scum in Britain there on a sunny weekend, let alone expect the
events organiser for Scotland's largest scooter club to hope that the justified demands of
the members be satisfied with such adeal (Montrose Alva, Ayr, and a dozen more venues
besides).
As observers and participants to the great Scottish National debate will be aware, the
fault does not rest on our shoulders alone. Thereis agenuine lack of suitable, quality
venuesii Scotland to meet our requirements. In much the same way as full-frame
Lambrettas used to be ten-a-penny, | have a suspicion that our forefathers from the
Eighties generation of seaside rioters may be responsible for so many suitable venues
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now being out of bounds or priced out of our market. But before you curse those
precocious teenagers of yesteryear (and try to

pretend that you weren't one of them!), remember this: if the Psychobillies had cut down
all those Series 3s back then, your Li wouldn't be worth £1500 today, would it?

Now, your weary and saddle-sore committee decided to apply this (admittedly somewhat
twisted) logic to our current dilemma. In the spirit of "rebuild and restore”, we decided to
get back in touch with Stirling Rugby Club to see if we might be able to salvage
something from the PR disaster of thisyear'srally. After some dead-ends, sore knees,
Mexican stand-offs etc we grabbed the bull by the horns and used an insider to blacken
the name of the previous club manager, long since departed under a very dark cloud, and
to present our side of the story (covered in sequins, naturaly). Initial timid approaches
aside, it seemed that we would be able to book the venue again but at a cost. Although we
had cut ourselves a very good deal over the last two years, thistime it was going to cost
us the full whack. Three times what we paid last year! Ouch! To cut along story (I hear
you cry) short, we found ourselves in the undesirable position of sandwich filling for the
devil and the deep blue sea. Given the reasoning that | having outlined for you above, we
were frankly glad to get back to a venue that not only has becoming the most popular
Scottish rally destination over the last couple of years but has arich seam o rally potential
yet to be exploited. And so, we negotiated to our utmost to drive afair bargain with the
man with the keys in his hand and, we feel that we have achieved something here
Alongside many minor changes, the key agreements were that not only will Stirling
Rugby Club bethevenuefor the LCS Open Rally next year but it will also bethe
most likely venue for Euro-L ambretta 2004, and we shall also be running the Open
Rally there a few weekslater.

Okay, so you're thinking that you can't get all that honey without a few stings, right?
Right As part of the deal, we have promised to provide a sufficient number of responsible
security personnel to be visible and active throughout the weekend. Thisis where you
come in! Hector and the boys have been doing a great job over thelast two yearsbut it is
their rally too and basically they need some more bodies on board. In addition to this|
need a new group of four to five folk (boys or girls!) to sort out afew on-site activities
such asfive-a-sides, tug-o-war and the like. What isinvolved? Very little. All you need to
doisto try to anticipate your equipment requirements (such as a good bit of rope and a
whistle!) and bring them with you or co-ordinate with us to arrange for them to be on-site
for you when you arrive. Now this won't take up much of your time and is almost certain
to be alaugh, so please join the 2003 task force because we are going to need you in the
funfest of 2004. What is more, next year all stewards and assistants who do their bit will
be getting their ticket money refunded at the end of their shift! Not that we should need to
bribe you or anything....

Please contact me directly by e-mail lukeocurry@u.genie.co.uk. or phone 01698 854655.
and leave your details and suggestions. Alternatively you can approach any of the
committee as and where you may find them. Remember that if you promise us something
we shall expect you to deliver it in just the same as you expect us to be there at the gate
grinning in the rain whatever time of the day or night that you push you're two-wheeled
wife into the bosom of your ever-loving, sarcastic club members and the delights of
worship with which Bacchus knowingly rewards his faithful. This article will be included
in your club magazine, so | know that it isreaching al of you. Approximately 20 hard-
working, loyal, fragrant, sweet sinners from amongst your midst have run the Stirling
Rally up until this point. For next year to be agreat deal less stressful for these twenty,
we really need another ten responsible folk to get involved. That way not only can we all
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enjoy the weekend that little bit more but we can all share the burden of 2004 alittle
more equally and capitalize on the greatest opportunity that the LCSislikely to be
offered in the foreseeable future. As the King might say (should you ever find that
infamous burger joint in the sky), "alittle less conversation, alittle more action,
baby". Thank you very much, Luke.

A queer looking bugger
Some would argue that Ade's phraseology in describing his beastie is alittle unfortunate,
given his occupation (hairdresser) and the fact that he's now a bachelor again!

That his skelly isan oddity is not in dispute however, even though afew of these '1970'
style customs have surfaced recently mainly originating in the North-east as well, just
like Ade.
| must admit that the aesthetics of these bikes don't particularly appeal to me although
the concept and execution are worthy of admiration. Doubtless not all of you will agree
but, hey, that's what makes the world go round. Enough of my ramblings though, here's
Ade's story: -

Originally an LI 125 seriestwo, the bike was
brought over By Dez at Gran sport. It hung around
the back room, (amongst all the shiny shiny mod
bikes that were getting rebuilt - the quality of the
rebuilds and resto's that the lads do put most bikes
to shame, but their prices would make a bank
robber blush) until me mate Wilt rang us up and said that Des had adodgy looking
skelly he wanted buttons for.

Anyway,
having
persuaded
Luketorun
us down to
Birmingham
topick it up,
| got it

back home
and showed
me highly
unimpressed
wife (no
wonder we
split up).
Stripping it
downwasa
piece of piss
asit had
been kept in the sunshine so there wasn't the need for an angle grinder. It was
sandblasted by some firm up near Airdrie who specialise in tractors and wagons. Now
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they were cheap, but the job was a bit wishy washy, to say the least, but to be fair | was
going for arough-ish looking 1970 style skelly anyway, so afew rough bits didn't bother
us. I'd swapped the front end for a 175, and had new electrics (not electronic mind, they
didn't have them in '70, and had to search all over for a series two kickstart, and a
megaphone exhaust.

Trying to keep the bike consistent to atheme, | sprayed it in me garage using aerosols
(two ford colours that had been available in 1970) and went about putting what was | eft
of it back together, the best bit of the rebuild was getting the first start up on video.
Joking aside, it started second kick, which ‘

was a great feeling.

The great feeling disappeared when it died
shortly after and wouldn't start again.!!!
Having put the bike together | took it up to
Haily who put it through the MOT and
sorted a few teething troubles with the carb,
making it quite areliable bike (except when
it's been stood out in a pissy weekend in a
field in Stirling (thanks again for the plugs
lads)).

I've still got loads to do to it, including
some front crashbars, a couple of badges
(including a Newcastle motor club badge
from 1969. and anew rear carrier. I'm
probably going to lose the flyscreen and
replace it with an original one, or do away
withit. I've also got a 200 engineto put in
which might make driving it a bit more
pleasurable (going from a Dave Webster tdl
225 to aslow as shite 175 wasn't the best
choice I've made). I've got a lorry mudflap,
which is going to have SKF on it (northern
soul drug reference aert)! | haven't worked
out how I'm going to attach me headrest yet,
either. Aye, It's a queer looking bugger but |
think it's a good reproduction of a skinhead
bike from 1970.

Keep ahaad

Ade (Adrian Wright)
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New Scooter released by Bacchus
Thisisanew release of avery old format scooter, remodeled and brought up to date by
Bacchus. A few modem bits of kit make this one of the most useful and best equipped
scooters on the market, test drives by alot of the Scottish contingent have given this
machine a BIG thumbs-up - 10/10.
How many times have you woken up in the morning after a hard night drinking and
thought 'How on earth did | get home? As hard as you try, you cannot piece together
your return journey from the pub to your house. The answer to this puzzle is that you
used a"Beer Scooter”. The Beer Scooter is arevolutionary new form of transport,
owned and leased to the drunk by '‘Bacchus the Roman god of wine. Bacchus has
acquired alarge batch of these magical devices. The Beer Scooter works in the
following fashion: - The passenger reaches a certain level of drunkenness and the
"durring-gland” begins to give off a pheromone (an airborne form chemical that
normally helps you (‘pull’). Bacchus, or one of his many sub-contractors, detects this
pheromone and sends down awinged Beer Scooter. The scooter scoops up the passenger
and deposits them in their bedroom via a Trans-Dimensional Portal (Further reading:
"Time Travel in Einstein's Universe"). Thisis not cheap to run, so alarge portion of the
passenger's in-pocket cash is taken as payment. This answers the question after a night
out 'How did | spend so much money? (A chain specialising in half eaten kebabs and
pizza crusts gets another similar question answered!!)
For the family man. Beer Scooters come equipped with flowers picked from other
people's gardens and Thump-A-Lot boots (Patent Pending). These boots are designed in
such away that no matter how quietly you tiptoe up the stairs, you are sure to wake up
your other half. Special anti-gravity springs ensure that you bump into every wall in the
house and the CTSGS (Coffee Table Seeking Guidance System) explainsthe bruised
shins. The final add-on Bacchus saw fit to invest in for some scootersisthe TAS
(Tobacco Absorption System). This explains how one person can apparently get through
260 Marlboro Lightsin asingle night. Don't forget the on-board heater, which allows
you to comfortably get home from the pub in sub-zero temperatures, wearing just a T-
shirt, atruly revolutionary piece of kit.
To arrange atest drive of a'Bacchus Beer-Scooter' simply drop into your local bar and
use the free booking phrase "Don't et me leave until | am totally Shit-faced Barman!"
Thiswill alert Bacchus to your request and allow prompt delivery upon
UNCONSCI OUSNESS.

SCOTIA SCOOTERS

C/o L&D Ceramics (beside BIKERITE)
Unit 2 Dalmamock Trading Est., Dalmamock Road, Glasgow

(Casey) 0771 966 8322
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Vulcans SC - Paris custom show

Having half-promised the LCS's Trench connection’. Pat, ahome visit for sometim
now we couldn't turn down the chance of flying to the Paris custom show for a measly
forty-four brick a skull, now could we?
So it wasthat | found myself boarding a plane for the first time in my puff along with
Sharon, Karen, Ginner, Gillie and Calum. Was | nervous? Well yes but not for the
expected reason. Y ou see the underwear inspection that morning was in anticipation of
strip search given that one or two of our party are keen on aromatic fags and might try
some unofficial export. | was correct in that assumption, by the way but unfortunately
can't relate the funniest tale of the trip here, to protect the guilty and spare your blushes
seemeat a'do'.
Thethrill of taking off got me a bit excited and, as Sharon was refusing to join the mi
high club, | released some energy by sitting with my arms outstretched making 'meeyan
noises whenever the plane banked. All very childish but great fun!
Coming in to land was a bit nippy on the old ear-holes and the sweeties I'd been
sucking furiously to avoid this were beginning to give me tooth-ache. To top that my
nerves were set on edge again when the filth huckled some geezer off the plane. It tume
out to be nothing more than a mad Glesga skeemo who couldn't last the hour and a bit
flight without afag. | was ignorant of this and the relief | felt once through the gate
prompted me to give Pat, who had come to pick us up, akiss on both cheeks, much to\
surprise and embarrassment, particularly as he wastying his shoe laces at the tune'
The first of many cheese baguettes later and we were off for the hour or so drive ;0
Paris, having first made the acquaintance of cockney Alan, henceforth referred to as 'De
Boy', who is now resident in France. A lovely fellawho endeared himself all the more b:
offering little resistance to being press-ganged in to the LCS.
I'm sorry for offending anyone here but it has to be said that the outskirts of Paris are
bowfin' or wasit Gillie's arse as he treated us to 'pressed ham' whilst over-taking with
Del Boy in the van? Either way it receded as we got closer to Pat's brother-in-law's,
although this may have been down to the whiff in the car equalising that without as the
standard of Parisian driving. Pat's included, induced some nervous tummies.
We had time for a brief visit only but Pat's wife and kids were on great form, though
the chat | attempted with his brother-in-law, Denni, about his restored Norton was

— g ridiculous; these brutesreally must
make the effort to learn English! Soon
after we arrived at the very cheap (and
cheerful) hotel that Pat had arranged
and, with native Parisia Denni now part
of the cavalcade the driving was even
wackier. We off-loaded our gear and
made for the nearest Bistro for some
'beer broon' to settle our nerves.
Pat had offered to show us around and
we left the Bistro with alist of five or
six hopefulsincluding the Eiffel Tower,
Arc de Triumphe and Sean
d'Lacey (or some such). We ended up in an |I‘ISh bar for some more beer and half-
cooked burgers.
Eventually making it to the Metro station to be greeted by a big queue and arow
of five or so turnstiles. After watching the locals 'double up' through the turnstiles we
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followed suit, much to the dismay of one guy who was confronted by Ginner (he's abig
lad) pushing at his derriere. Despite his vehement protests, to the point of branding us all
'Bistaards!’, we al got through safely, except Karen that is who waited patiently in the
gueue to pay her €1.30 only to be harangued with calls of "un sac de merde" when she
caught up. | should add that this type of behavior was employed purely to avoid the
gueues and not the meadly fair, besides which all the locals were doing it; when in
Rome...

The Eiffel Tower duly viewed, photographed and admired, and my desire for native
headgear sated, we were off to the Arc de Triumphe. Bear with me if you've been here
please for | have to describe the scene. The monument is situated in the middle of what
could loosely be described as an enormous roundabout with something like twelve exits
and no lanes; mental! Determined to see the eternal flame and tomb of the 'Unknown
soldier', we had to cross this thing. I'm not exaggerating when | say it must be a good
fifty yards from pavement to island and Pat assured us the only way across was to "go
for it", which we did. My knees were hitting my chin as we sprinted across only to be
greeted by an angry Gendarme, rifle'n’ al, on the other side. Pat put on his best Scots
accent and pled ignorance of the subway under the road, ;
this calmed the bloke sufficiently enough to pose for a
photo. No sooner had the shutter closed than the
stragglers of our party came haring across the road; he
threw his handsin the air and walked away shaking his
head and muttering to himself.

We left via the subway and exited on that famous street,
the Sean d'Lacey, to be greeted by a group of English
Vulcan’swho filled usin about the 'do’ that evening and
gave us abrief lesson in female anatomy using a condom
c/w knob ring and labiatickler

asaprop, very bizarre! We didn't so much stroll along
this famous 'rue’ as boar and bustle our way through the
crowds to the next Metro station, though we did manage - -
to pause for some roasted chestnuts. By now it was raining cats and dogs and the bl ack
beret | had procured proved it's worth.

On the way to the Scottish bar Pat had found, we stopped at a Tobacconist, which only
happened to be a mad cafe type place that sold beer as well. We partook of a couple of
course, it would have been rude not to. We bumped in to Vincent in the Scottish bar,
thoroughly nice bloke and prospective member of the 'French Brigade', and had some
proper beer and afew games of pool. By this point the girls were getting a bit grumpy as
they realised their vision of aromantic weekend in Paris was crumbling around them, so
we thought it prudent to leave.

With the 'do’ not kicking off till 10, awee cargo wasin order for the hotel. By the time
we had all showered and changed etc. we were pretty much 'on our way' and, having 1
only afew hours kip the previous evening, there had to be at least one casualty. Gillie 1
gone to get changed and never came back. As he was in the room next door and not
answering to knocks, Spiderman here (half-canned mind you) climbed out onto the
narrow balcony, opened his window and woke him up. There was almost another
casualty as, when making my way back, | managed to bash my eye off the six-foot high,
illuminated sign | had avoided on the way there!

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com

After aquick nosh-up in a Chinese restaurant were you made the meal up from
whatever bits and bobs were on display then paid for it by weight, very odd but a bloody
good idea, we headed for the 'do’, which was about two doors away from the hotel. Just
aswell asit was an al-nighter and we still had the custom show to attend the following
morning.

The bars we had
attended

earlier were all charging
between €5 and €7 a pint
so when we were told
you had to buy tokens
for beer at €1 apop |
thought forty was fairly
modest, little did | know
that the beer was one
token acan! |, for one,
got absolutely hammered
and really don't
remember much

after two o'clock and
certainly don't remember going to bed or even getting up in the morning! What | do
remember of the 'do’ is favorable though. Let's see now, | recall two bands one a tasty
SKA outfit and the other a bit Rockabilly which suits me sir.

There was a pretty staid atmosphere around the dance floor with most happy to stand
and watch whilst shuffling their feet about. Sharon and | were having none of this and
an attempt to get things going, boogied, shuffled, moon-stomped and spun to severd
but to no avail. Indeed this backfired somewhat as, during an up-tempo Northern track
got caught up in it all and attempted afew tricks, this had the crowd round the floor
uproar and the few who were dancing retreated leaving Sharon and | to 'perform'’ for
whole record to cheers, applause and snap-happy punters. All very embarrassing but
the fact | was blotto and therefore milked it to the full, tossing my beret amongst my
adoring public after a particularly daring (given my condition) high kick, spin and drop
Rumorsthat it was found in the urinals covered in Doc prints are unsubstantiated!
Martin Penny from Peterhead and his good lady had made the trip the hard way via
Rosyth and joined our company as did Donald from Brussels, of Hawick fame,
although apparently took some convincing that it was actually him, whoops! Denni
appeared ¢ well and kept us amused by teaching us throaty French phrases (probably
filthy) and demonstrating some soft-shoe shuffling worthy of Sammy Davignr. ...on
Mogadon! doubt if someone mentions atrigger word or phrase I'll have more
flashbacks but that’s al | can remember till | arrived at the custom show next day,
however at least | made it to my room. Pat slept on the stairs of the hotel all night,

mind you Del Boy wasn't complaining!

Pat's diplomacy had assured us of awarm welcome and free pitch for the club shop,
which was set up in double quick time and did a steady trade all day. Gillie was off
sniffing for bargainsimmediately, | waited for my head to clear before venturing further
though. There were many dealers punting all sorts of items rarely seen in this country
and some real bargains as well, though Lambretta goodies were at a premium. We were
the only representatives from the UK among the dealers, which was disappointing as
was Stoffi's pitch. They had brought several Lammys bristling with quality engineering
but no partsto sell; | found this unfathomable. The standard of custom scooters on
display was very high but you'd have been hard pushed to find any engraved chrome
here. Thiswas more like an engineering show and | was lapping it up. Y ou really had to
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look hard to spot some of the more subtle modifications and it was worth the
effort; pure class and certainly unsurpassed in Britain.

Of the bargains, | found some nice Series 111 sidepanel embellishers for €33, Calum
bought arecovered seat for an SX he's working on for buttons, Martin secured a Vespa
rear disc hub, Ginner ended up with atie and Karen took away two LCS scarves for her
boys as a souvenir of Paris!

The visit to the local restaurant for lunch took the best part of three hours and | won't
gointo it any further for fear of offending any French readers. We returned to the show
in time for the prize giving,
which took ages of course,
though they added a nice twist
by giving goody-bags as well as
trophies to the winners. That
over, we said our goodbyes and
headed back to the hotel.

Hopes of an early night
dwindled in the face of the
pooled resources of |eft-over i
beer in the hotel and acouple of B %
bottles of plonk (and more beer) ¥
at the Franco-Italian joint we
used for our evening meal. Nice
it may have been but the
waitress politely refused to return Del Boy's steak, which was still twitching, even
though he'd asked for it extremely well done, being familiar with the French habit of
only searing the meat. She told him it would make it tough and turned on her heels! The
snails Karen was determined to sample were as popular as aturd in a swimming pool.
We had intended to have afew quiet drinksin the wee Bistro where our adventure had
begun but it was closed, a curious trait amongst the native shopkeepersin general this.
We hit the local licensed grocersinstead and spent the rest of the night in Gillie and
Calum's room waffling. Needless to say we all slept in and had no chance of making the
connecting bus to the airport as we had intended. Pat put himself out yet again and drove
usto the airport for what was a fairly uneventful trip home. Our sincerest thanksto all
who made our stay enjoyable but especially to Pat for services above and beyond.
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